Determination of enterokinase activity by measuring the disappearance of trypsinogen.
An electrophoretic technique for the determination of enterokinase activity is described. The natural substrate trypsinogen is hydrolysed in the presence of soybean trypsin inhibitor. Under the conditions of assay, neither the trypsin inhibitor nor the trypsin-trypsin inhibitor complex are detected. Enterokinase activity can be determined in biological materials such as duodenal aspirates without any interference from trypsin activity. A significant correlation exists between the present technique and a spectrophotometric technique by which the liberation of trypsin activity is used to determine enterokinase activity.